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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

WORLD'S FIRST WAQF-FEATURED ETF LAUDED AS 

KENANGA INVESTORS DECLARES INCOME DISTRIBUTION 

FOR ITS WAQF PORTFOLIO 

 
Kuala Lumpur, 12 March 2025 – Kenanga Investors Group (“Kenanga Investors”) has 

announced the dividend distribution of its waqf fund portfolio; the Kenanga Sustainability 

Series: Emergency Waqf Musa'adah Fund (“KSSEWMF”) recorded a return of 24.96% in 2024 

and reported a dividend distribution of RM5.40 sen per unit on 15 January of this year. 

Meanwhile, the Kenanga Waqf Al-Ihsan Fund (“KWAF”), which achieved a return of 17.72% 

last year, declared a dividend distribution of RM2.10 sen per unit on 12 November 2024. 

 

During the official launch of the National Waqf Month recently, Prime Minister YAB Dato' Seri 

Anwar bin Ibrahim, recognised the Eq8 FTSE Malaysia Enhanced Dividend Waqf ETF 

(“EQ8WAQF”) – the world's first waqf-featured exchange-traded fund launched through Eq8 

Capital Sdn Bhd (“Eq8 Capital”), the ETF arm of Kenanga Investors, in partnership with 

Yayasan Waqf Malaysia (YWM). 

 

The launch event, jointly hosted by YWM and Jabatan Wakaf, Zakat dan Haji (JAWHAR), saw 

the Prime Minister highlight the innovative nature of the fund in his opening speech, noting 

how it creates benefits for both investors and the broader waqf landscape. “This product is 

considered the world's first waqf innovation, a collaboration between YWM and Eq8 Capital, 

which channels 50% of investment income as waqf while distributing the other 50% as 

dividends”, he said. The National Waqf Month is a yearly initiative that aims to raise public 

awareness and encourage participation in waqf practices while strengthening Malaysia's waqf 

ecosystem in support of the Malaysia Madani development framework.  

 

Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer Datuk Wira 

Ismitz Matthew De Alwis said, “The recognition of our waqf 

initiatives at the launch of the National Waqf Month underscores 

the significance of these innovative financial instruments in 

contributing to social development while providing value to 

investors. Our approach to combining sustainable investing with 

social impact is linked to our belief that community wellbeing 

directly affects long-term investment outcomes. We hope to help 

investors achieve their financial goals while supporting critical 

social needs. The performance of our waqf funds also 

demonstrates that responsible investing and social contribution 

can be achieved simultaneously”.  

 

Currently, the waqf funds serve multiple vital sectors within the community; the KWAF and 

EQ8WAQF direct resources toward education, healthcare, economic empowerment, and 

environmental initiatives while the KSSEWMF focuses specifically on addressing challenges 

related to climate change disaster control and pandemic preparedness. 
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For more information about Kenanga Investors, please visit www.kenangainvestors.com.my. 
 

 

About Kenanga Investors Berhad 199501024358 (353563-P) 

 

We provide investment solutions ranging from collective investment schemes, portfolio management 

services, and alternative investments for retail, corporate, institutional, and high net worth clients via 

a multi-distribution network.  

 

At the LSEG Lipper Fund Awards Malaysia 2025, KIB received awards for the Kenanga 

DividendExtra Fund under the Best Equity Malaysia Diversified – Malaysia Funds over 3 years, 

Kenanga Malaysian Inc Fund under the Best Equity Malaysia Diversified – Malaysia Provident Funds 

over 10 years, Kenanga Balanced Fund under the Best Mixed Asset MYR Balanced – Malaysia 

Provident Funds over 10 years, Kenanga Managed Growth Fund under Best Mixed Asset MYR 

Flexible – Malaysia Provident Funds over 10 years, and Kenanga SyariahEXTRA Fund under the 

Best Mixed Asset MYR Balanced – Malaysia Islamic Funds Awards over 10 years. 

 

The Hong Kong-based Asia Asset Management's 2025 Best of the Best Awards awarded Kenanga 

Investors Berhad (“KIB”) under the following categories, Malaysia Best Retail Asset Management 

Company, Best Impact Investing Manager in ASEAN, Malaysia Best Impact Investing Manager, 

Malaysia Best Equity Manager, Malaysia Best Alternatives Manager, Malaysia Best ESG 

Engagement Initiative, Malaysia Fund Launch of the Year, Malaysia CEO of the Year (Co-Winner), 

and Malaysia CIO of the Year.  

 

The FSMOne Recommended Unit Trusts Awards 2024/2025 has awarded the Kenanga Growth 

Fund Series 2 with the "Sector Equity – Malaysia Focused" award for the third consecutive year since 

2022. 

 

For the eighth consecutive year, KIB was affirmed an investment manager rating of IMR-2 by 

Malaysian Rating Corporation Berhad, since first rated in 2017. The IMR rating on KIB reflects the 

fund management company’s well-established investment processes and sound risk management 

practices. 

 

This Press Release was issued by Kenanga Group’s Marketing, Communications & Sustainability 

department. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

 

Foo See Wan 

DID: +603 – 2172 2913 

Email: swfoo@kenanga.com.my  

 

Gaya Low 

DID: +603 – 2172 2920 

Email: gayathrii@kenanga.com.my 

Disclaimer: Investors are advised to read and understand the Master Prospectuses (“MPs”), the 

Supplemental Master Prospectus (“SMP”) (if any), Information Memorandums (“IM”) (if any), Product 

Highlights Sheets (“PHS”) as well as consider the fees, charges and risk factors involved before 

investing. The MP, SMP (if any), IM (if any) and PHS have been registered and/or lodged with the 

Securities Commission Malaysia (“SC”), who takes no responsibility for its contents and related 

advertisement or marketing materials, does not indicate that the SC has recommended or endorsed 

the product/service. The advertisement has not been reviewed by the SC. Investors have the right to 

request for a copy of PHS and other relevant product disclosure documents which are available at 

our office, at any authorised distributors and our corporate website before making investment 

decisions. If you are in doubt when considering the investment or any of the information provided, 

you are advised to consult a professional adviser. A Fund’s track record does not guarantee its future 

performance. Kenanga Investors Berhad is committed to prevent conflict of interest between its 

various businesses and activities and between its clients/director/shareholders and employees by 

http://www.kenangainvestors.com.my/
mailto:swfoo@kenanga.com.my
mailto:gayathrii@kenanga.com.my
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having in place procedures and measures for identifying and properly managing any apparent, 

potential and perceived conflict of interest by making disclosures to Clients, where appropriate. 

Kenanga Investors Berhad 199501024358 (353563-P). 


